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WhaW SRlicieV haYe beeQ SXW iQ Slace WR 
limiW Whe VSUead Rf COVID-19 iQ UelaWiRQ 
WR mRbiliW\ aQd acceVVibiliW\? 
x State of National Emergency declared on 30/03/2020, 

giving increased legislative power to national authorities 

x Established sectorial expert groups to advise the 
government 

x A reduction in the maximum capacity of collective 
transport - large or minibuses cannot have more 
passengers than their seated arrangements - passengers 
should not be standing or sharing the same seat 

x Encourage bus operators to disinfect vehicles 

x The closure of general and higher education institutions - 
which helps to reduce pressure on the limited transport 
system 

x Masks are compulsory in crowded public areas and 
collective transport vehicles (including in minibuses) 

x Cultural, sport and leisure activities are significantly 
restricted. Large gatherings are banned. Drinking alcohol 
in public areas is prohibited. Bars have to close at 8PM 
and have reduced capacity. Food shops have reduced 
their opening hours and the majority have to close by 
5PM 

 

PRlic\ BUief      

MOZAMBIQUE: UUbaQ MRbLOLW\, AcceVVLbLOLW\ & COVID-19 
JRaTXLQ RRPeUR  
ObserYaWyrio da Mobilidade e TransporWes de MooambiqXe, WAZA Think-and-Do Tank 

COePeQce CaYROL, PeWeU JRQeV, DaQLeO OYLedR 

T-SUM, UniYersiW\ College London 
 
Ma\ 2020 

 

 

COVID-19 ViWXaWiRQ iQ 
MR]ambiTXe 
x TKe fLUVW COVID-19 caVeV ZeUe 

UegLVWeUed LQ MaUcK 2020 

x MRVW caVeV aUe LQ MaSXWR aQd CabR 
DeOgadR (NRUWKeUQPRVW PURYLQce Rf 
MR]aPbLTXe) 

x AV Rf 05/06/2020, WKeUe aUe 352 
cRQfLUPed caVeV aQd 2 deaWKV 

x CROOecWLYe WUaQVSRUW LV a Ne\ YecWRU Rf 
cRQWagLRQ, aW KXbV aQd ZLWKLQ YeKLcOeV.  

x CROOecWLYe WUaQVSRUW LV eVVeQWLaO fRU 
UeVLdeQWV aQd ZRUNeUV WR acceVV baVLc 
VeUYLceV aQd ePSOR\PeQW, ZKRP WKe\ 
deSeQd RQ WR VXUYLYe, fRU a OaUge 
SeUceQWage aOPRVW daLO\ 

x IQ MaSXWR, SXbOLc aQd cROOecWLYe 
WUaQVSRUW caSacLW\ LV XVXaOO\ OLPLWed, LQ 
SaUWLcXOaU aW SeaN WLPeV. TKLV VLWXaWLRQ 
KaV ZRUVeQed VLQce WKe begLQQLQg Rf WKe 
cULVLV. 
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The challeQge fRU SXblic aXWhRUiWieV 

x At a high level, the strategic objective is to take the necessary steps to slow down the spread of 
the pandemic in the country, in the hope that: 

o  as scientific research progresses across the world, new and more efficient treatments or 
prevention measures will become available in Mozambique 

o by slowing contagion rates healthcare facilities will not be overwhelmed 
x The challenge is to maintain a balance between limiting population movements and enforcing 

physical distancing while meeting people¶s basic needs and ability to survive, and avoiding an 
economic crisis 

x The mobility and transport system should limit the spread of the virus while maintaining access by 
communities to essential goods, opportunities and services, including access to healthcare 

x Transport is a sensitive sector that has been the cause of social conflicts in the country. Taking the 
right measures is a delicate issue for any government in the current context. 

x Limiting the ability of workers to earn a living in the transport sector could jeopardise social peace.  
x Asking transport operators to bear the operational cost of the measures adopted by the 

Government is leading to a decline in offer as operators limit the number of vehicles in circulation 

 

 

 

GRYeUQaQce  
Authorities must consider WransporW and mobiliW\ s\sWems as µessenWial serYice¶ becaXse Where are 
indispensable for key sectors to continue to function safely and efficiently (e.g. key workers need to travel 
to work) 

Set-up a cross-sectorial committee involving health and transport authorities, at the national and local 
level (and possibly involving other sectors) 

FRVWeU Vafe acWiYe WUaYel 
Foster the use of cycling and walking by expanding dedicated infrastructure and space. For example, by 
taking space away from roads or parking spaces (as seen in hundreds of cities such as Barcelona or 
Addis Ababa). This will help pedestrians maintain physical distancing, and this will encourage new cyclists. 
In addition to enabling people to move more safely, it will contribute to improYing people¶s ph\sical and 
mental health. It will also contribute to reducing pollution levels ensuring greater public health and lower 
levels of contagion. 

ReRUgaQiVe SXblic aQd cRllecWiYe WUaQVSRUW 
Establish a dialogue with private operators to understand the difficulties they face in complying with the 
new rules  

Prioritize the circulation of public and collective transport to reduce travel time (for instance, by creating 
bus lanes) 

 

 

PURSRVed iQVWiWXWiRQal & gRYeUQaQce meaVXUeV WR eQVXUe Whe Vafe 
mRYemeQW Rf SeRSle & maiQWaiQ eVVeQWial acceVVibiliW\ 
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Establish incentives to support collective transport operators and workers. This could include: 

x Providing fuel 
x Providing disinfection material  
x Reducing taxes  
x Providing subsidies 

Develop the electronic ticketing system for improved hygiene and greater control over the implementation 
of the measures required by the Government  

Use collective transport vehicles or hubs to communicate with the public (e.g.  by distributing information 
leaflets or putting posters indicating medical help numbers, anti-violence numbers, etc.) 

RRad SafeW\ 
A decrease in traffic is likely to lead to increased vehicle speed as the roads are less congested, 
increasing the risk of accidents: 

x Lower speed limits 
x Ensure that speed limits are respected  

AcceVVibiliW\ 
Establish measures to reduce the need for displacement by ensuring minimum access to essential 
services, and employment in neighbourhoods 

Strengthen and support freight transport at the metropolitan, inter-provincial and international levels as 
basic and priority components, to avoid a supply crisis 

Increase virtual communication is also key to increase accessibility. Telecommunication providers have an 
important role to play. Telephone operators must reinforce the capacity of the telephone and data network 
so that they can support the increase in call and internet traffic in a way that facilitates remote work and 
preserves social connections in the context of physical distance. 

x Public and private companies must strengthen their web platforms, telephone answering 
services and applications so that citizens can resolve basic issues without having to leave 
their homes 

x Remote medical consultations: provide web sites, telephone assistance or applications by 
health services to provide remote assistance to doctors 

x Encourage the home delivery of medicines to deter sick patients from leaving their home  
x Virtual transactions (online payments or via telephones) must become more widespread 

SWUeeW UeaUUaQgemeQW 
Consider closing specific roads or reducing road or parking space in the city centre so that restaurants, 
cafés and street vendors can operate safely outdoors complying with physical distancing measures (E.g. 
Such as what Vilnius is doing in Lithuania)   

DaWa cRllecWiRQ & mRQiWRUiQg 
Monitoring the various direct and indirect aspects linked to the movement of the population will make it 
possible to objectively assess the impact of the measures adopted by the Government. This tool will make 
it possible to adjust, introduce or withdraw measures, to better adapt to each concrete phase of the crisis.  

 LRQgeU YeUVLRQ aYaLOabOe LQ PRUWXgXeVe:  

hWWS://RbVeUYaWRULRPW.RUg.P]/WUaQVSRUWe-PRbLOLdade-aceVVLbLOLdade-cRYLd-19/  
 


